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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Orkney News Ltd  

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those 

for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, 
provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in 
Scotland? 

The wide interpretation that is possible of the principles in both the annexe and the 
framework means that they cover a wide range of issues. The Orkney News in its 

submission would particularly like to highlight the shift in long term behaviour (and thinking) 
that will be required both by policy makers and members of the public.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 

community)? 

Orkney already produces over 100% of its energy needs by renewable power and yet has 

shockingly high levels of fuel poverty in a low wage economy. A great deal of housing is old 
and much is single occupancy by older residents. Although these tend to be owner 
occupied the cost of upgrading the housing is beyond the means (even with loans/grants) of 

the owner. Electricity supply still has interruptions, particularly during bad weather, and so 
having a non-electric source for heating is essential. The cost of electricity is a huge issue 

for many.  

The use of electric vehicles is high in comparison to other communities but is confined to 
the few who can afford to use them. Schemes such as the Co Wheels Car Club is well 

intentioned but little use has been seen of it in Orkney by those who were intended to 
benefit – people in social housing.  

Farming continues to use diesel machinery and with no island slaughterhouse animals are 
now transported to mainland Scotland via fuel inefficient ferries and road haulage. Some of 
those animals will have already had a ferry and road journey from the smaller islands. The 

inter island ferries are old and require to be replaced.  

Public transport in the islands is exceedingly poor. People living outwith Kirkwall or 

Stromness require private transport for social and economic needs. The roads are not 
suitable for increased cycling being single lane/track. Driver behaviour including speed and 
impatience means for cyclists and walkers the roads, particularly on Mainland, are not safe 

spaces. 

Over reliance on tourism and in particular the Cruise Ship industry has made the economy 

of the islands extremely vulnerable to any interruption to this sector which has been made 
very clear as a result of the Covid19 lockdown measures.  

For our own sector – Online Media – digital connectivity is not reliable. There are many 

parts of Orkney where there is no signal or where connectivity to the internet is slow.  

 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Shift in long term behaviour 

It has been evident, as a result of the Covid19 pandemic, that changes in behaviour by both 

organisations and individuals is vital in any response to a global threat. In the early weeks 
of lockdown it was hoped by many that new ways of working and less use of unessential 
journeys would mean that when the country came out of lockdown that there would be no 

return to ‘normal’.  

Unfortunately what has been seen, emerging from lockdown, is an immediate increase in 

unessential journeys and by private transport. Working from home which kept many 
businesses and organisations going is being abandoned despite this being successful.  

The print media, which was already struggling with sales, is being propped up with paid for 

government advertising for public health announcements.  

A complete shift in thinking is needed to drive policy and practice to enable a Green 

recovery. Funding supporting action is important, however, it is the change in behaviour 
that will make the difference both in the long and short term.  

All policies and their linked actions should be assessed for the impact they make on 

behaviour change. This has to be effective at every level.  

Coupled with this there requires to be a public education campaign on the benefits of a 

green recovery. What can be done by: individuals; local communities; national bodies. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a 

green and sustainable recovery? 

A fully funded national building programme to upgrade existing properties with insulation 

and converting from fossil fuel heating. 

Investment in sustainable local businesses and organisations to enable communities to 
diversify away from reliance on tourism encouraging people to remain in rural and island 

communities and support inward migration. 

Investment in public transport - particularly in rural and island communities for a reliable, 

regular and affordable bus and ferry system.  

Safe cycle, mobility scooter and walking routes – sharing the road with other forms 
transport will not encourage the uptake of active living. 

Incentives to the farming, crofting and fishing sectors to convert to non fossil fuelled 
machinery.  

Accelerated roll out of broadband to ensure all communities have reliable and fast 
connectivity.  

Funded national and local public information campaign on behaviour change. 
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General response 

Orkney News Ltd is online media publishing as The Orkney News. It was established in 

2007 as a not for profit community based media outlet which would be solely online.  

In all its actions Orkney News Ltd strives to be part of a Green recovery. The decision at the 

establishment of the organisation to be completely online was taken because of the impact 
print media has on the environment through its reliance on printing and distribution. It is 
understood that some people will not be able to access online media for a number of 

reasons including lack of connectivity or preference for print newspapers. This is 
outweighed by the reach The Orkney News website has both locally, nationally and 

internationally. Other advantages of online media include immediacy and links – which The 
Orkney News provides so that people can fact check the articles or easily access further 
information. 

Issues hampering Orkney News Ltd in its environmentally conscious aims are many. 

Paper financial accounts must still be printed out for auditing purposes.  

Working from home – see all of the comments above about the cost of electricity and fuel 
poverty. One Director lives in a self built straw house which is energy efficient and an 
excellent example of green house building but it is the only one of its kind in Orkney.  

Transport – to report on events etc, private car and ferry transport is essential. Inquiries 
were made about acquiring electric bicycles but these were too expensive and other 

funding schemes required match funding. This was beyond the budget of a small online 
media company.  

Acceptance – there still exists amongst organisations at national and local level, and with 

some members of the public, that unless there is a physical office building or that they can 
hold a printed newspaper, that online media is of less importance and not ‘real’. Online 

media is the future for the industry and whilst print will continue it will do so with a declining 
readership.  

The Orkney News website and its use of social media has grown steadily. In particular 

since March 2020 when Scotland first went into lockdown its readership has surged. People 
in self isolation and with a need for reliable, up to date information came to The Orkney 

News. New contributors to the website also discovered that writing or taking photographs 
helped them to cope with self isolation and improved their mental health. Readers also 
desired to read about stories which weren’t Covid-19 related and The Orkney News 

provided those too. 

Online media is the future but it is also the present. It is an essential part of the Green 

recovery both in the way media will develop but also in the promotion of policies, actions 
and especially behaviour change.  


